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Claybank Pits – John Paul Pottery Site 
 
LOCATION: Highway 58 and 350th Street, Goodhue Township, Minnesota 
 
STATUS: Access Restricted – Private Property 
 
TYPE: Local, Site 
 
HISTORY: John Paul bought land in Goodhue Township where clay was identified and to 
supply his pottery business. John Paul Pottery was in operation from approximately 1862 to 
1872. After the small pottery business utilized this clay resource, larger clay works operations 
bought the land for their businesses. The Minnesota Stoneware Company, Red Wing 
Stoneware Company and North Star Stoneware Company operated the clay pits. The clay was 
mined and shipped on railroad cars to the factories in Red Wing for pottery, sewer pipe, and 
tiles. A local historic marker is located by the intersection of Highway 58 and 350th Street, 
Goodhue Township, Minnesota. 
 

 
Examples of John Paul pottery.  Picture courtesy of Red Wing Collectors Society 

 

OTHER RESOURCES:  
 

John Schwartau, The Red Wing Clay Industry, How it all began, John Paul, 1819-1900 
 
 



PROPERTY PICTURES: 
 

 
Red Wing Collectors Society Supplement, Red Wing Republican Eagle, July, 2000 

 

 
1894 Goodhue County Plat Book, Goodhue Township, Sections 3, 4, 9, 10 



 
 

 
Typical Goodhue County clay pit mining operation, 1880’s, Picture courtesy of Goodhue County Historical Society 

 
 
 
 

 
Typical Goodhue County clay pit mining operation, 1880’s, Picture courtesy of Goodhue County Historical Society 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Typical Goodhue County clay pit mining operation, 1880’s, Picture courtesy of Goodhue County Historical Society 

 
 
 
 

   
20 gallon Red Wing salt glazed stoneware.   6” Red Wing artware bud vase. 

Pictures courtesy of Red Wing Collectors Society 


